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RÉSUMÉ 
Plus de 35 ans après sa description, le Muridé africain Heimyscus fumosus reste mal 
connu et peu de spécimens sont déposés dans les musées. Depuis 1 992 nous avons collecté 
239 spécimens dans dix localités d 'Afrique centrale, nous permettant de confirmer sa distri­
bution géographique. Cette espèce est présente dans les forêts de plaine situées entre les riviè­
res Sanaga et Oubangui-Congo. De plus, l ' étude d' une population du sud-ouest du Gabon 
nous a permis d' analyser les variations morphologiques intra-populationnelles chez cette 
espèce. Nos résultats mettent en évidence une augmentation avec l ' âge de la plupart des 
mesures externes et crâniennes ; en revanche, le dimorphisme sexuel est faible. 
SUMMARY 
More than 35 years after its original description, our knowledge of the De Balsac's 
mou se (Heimyscus fumosus) remains poor, and few specimens are deposited in museums. We 
collected 239 specimens of this species in ten central African localities .  We therefore had the 
opportunity to confirm its geographical distribution, which covers lowland forests between 
the Sanaga and the Oubangui-Congo rivers. Moreover, based upon specimens collected from a 
single locality, we analysed intra-populational morphological variations of the De Balsac's 
mouse. We showed that most external and cranial measurements increased with age; while 
sexual dimorphism was low. 
INTRODUCTION 
De B alsac ' s  Mouse (Hylomyscusfumosus) was described in 1 965 from Gabon 
by Brosset et al. While the validity of the species is not questionable, its affiliation 
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to the genus Hylomyscus gives rise to controversy. Misonne ( 1 969) suggested the 
creation of a new genus Heimyscus based on its cranial characteristics .  He was fol­
lowed by Meester & Setzer ( 1 97 1 ) ,  and Musser & Carleton ( 1 993) .  Although 
Duplantier ( 1 982) , emphasized that the external morphology of H. fumosus differs 
significantly from that of other Hylomyscus, he kept it within the genus Hylomys­
cus . In this paper, we use the nomenclature proposed by Musser & Carleton ( 1 993) .  
In the original description, the external and cranial morphology of H. fumosus 
was carefully described. However, no information on cranial measurements were 
given and few specimens were deposited in museums . 
Our knowledge of H. fumosus remains poor. lt is mentioned from five locali­
ties in Gabon (Brosset et al. , 1 965),  Central African Republic (Petter & Genest, 
1970) , Cameroon (Robbins et al., 1 980), Republic of Congo (Granj on, 1 99 1 ) , and 
Equatorial Guinea (Lasso, 1 995),  and one paper deals with its ecology (Duplantier, 
1982) .  
In the context of several international projects on the tropical forest biodiver­
sity, we carried out surveys on small mammals communities in four central African 
countries. During these field works we collected 239 H. fumosus from ten localities .  
In this paper, we precise the distribution of this  species and its  habitat preferences, 
and, for the first time, analyse morphological variations of one population from 
Gabon. 
STUDY AREAS AND METHODS 
From 1 992 to 200 1 ,  we captured H. fumosus in ten localities (Table I) located 
in Cameroon, Central African Republic (C .A.R.) ,  Republic of Congo and Gabon. 
They were trapped with Sherman and snap traps arranged in lines or grids, and with 
pitfall lines with drift ferrees (see details in Colyn et al. , 1 996) .  In order to define 
the geographical distribution of H. fumosus, we combined data from our surveys, 
museums collections (Table I) and bibliographical data. 
At most localities, several types of habitat were surveyed (primary forest, 
secondary forest, fallow land, savannahs) . Details on habitat characteristics are 
given in Nicolas & Barrière (200 1 )  for Monts Doudou, in Barrière & Nicolas (2000) 
for Batouri, and in Colyn et al . ( 1 996) for other localities.  Habitat preferences and 
spatial variations in trapping success (number of specimens caught per 1 00 trap­
nights) were evaluated by Chi-square tests. 
Intra-populational variability of external and cranial measurements of H. 
fumosus was studied on 207 specimens trapped in Monts Doudou (Gabon) . Five 
standard external measures were taken on freshly killed mice:  weight (W), 
head+body length (HB) ,  tail length (TL), hindfoot length with naïl (HF) , ear length 
(EL) . Specimens were preserved in 1 0 % formalin and skulls were later on removed 
and cleaned at the lab.  Twenty three craniometrical and dental dimensions were 
measured on every skull (Tab. Il) . All specimens were age-classified using the fol­
lowing stages of tooth eruption and tooth-wear patterns of the maxillary toothrows:  
age-class 0: M3 not yet fully erupted; age-class 1 :  all cheekteeth fresh but full y 
erupted, the exposed dentine of the three cusps of the first row of M 1 are not y et
fusedj age-class 2: wear is light, dentine-bridge between the cusps of the first row
of M becomes progressively wider as the cusps wear down; age-class 3 :  wear is 
obvious ,  the bottom of the grove between row 2 and 3 is reached and the grove is 
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TABLE ! 
Number of specimens of Heimys cus fumosus collected by our team in ten Central 
African localities, and number of specimens deposited in museum and reviewed 
for our analysis of the geographical distribution of this species. Localities of col­
lect, name of the collector, year of capture, and museum where the specimens are 
deposited are precised. The following acronyms identify the museum: CMNH: 
Carnegie Museum of Natural History, MHNP: Museum d'Histoire Naturelle de 
Paris, MRA C: Musée Royal de l'Afrique Centrale de Tervuren, SBP: Station 
Biologique de Paimpont 
Country Locality Co-ordinales Collector Year of Museum Nb of skulls co !lect examined 
Specimens collected by our team: 
Cameroon Bodjouo 03.2 1N- 1 3 .02E 1995 SBP 2 
C.A.R. Grima 04.02N- 17 .05E 1996 SBP 2 
Bambio 03.57N- 16.58E 1994 SBP 1 
Batouri 03.54N- 17 .02E 1994 SBP 6 1999 
Salo 03. 1 1N- 16.06E 1994 SBP 2 
Rep. Mbomo 00.24N- 14.44E 1995 to SBP 8 Congo 1997 
Gabon La Makandé 00.4 1 S- 1 1 .55E 1995 SBP 7 
Gongué 00.47S- 1 1 .55E 1992 SBP 3 
Monts Doudou 02.09S-1 0.30E 2000 to SBP 207 2001 
Malounga 03.09S- 10.45E 1998 SBP 1 
Specimens in museums: 
Cameroon Efulen ( 1 )  02.4 7N - 10.32E Good 1944 CMNH 1 
Eseka (2) 03.38N- 10.47E Rabbins 1974 CMNH 1 
Yaoundé (3) 03.52N- 1 1 .3 1E Mouchet 1956 MHNP 1 
C.A.R. Kongana ( 10) 02.47N- 16.25E Ray 1993 MRAC 6 
Boukoko ( 1 1 )  03.54N- 17.55E Pujol 1962 MHNP 1 
Congo Kouboutchi ( 1 3) 04. 19S- 1 1 .4 7E Granjon 1990 MHNP 2 
Gabon Makokou ( 14) 00.34N- 12.52E Dubost 1962 MHNP 1 8  to 1964
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TABLE II 
Recapitulation and short description of the measurements as used in this study. For 
a full description we refer to Verheyen et al. ( 1 996) 
Numbers Acronyms Morphometrical characters 
Ml  GRLS greatest length of skull 
M2 PRCO condylobasal length 
M3 HEBA henselion-basion 
M4 HEPA henselion-palation 
M5 PAFL length of palatal foramen 
M6 DIAI length of diastema 
M7 DIA2 distance between alveolus M 1 and cutting edge of upper incisor
MS 1NTE smallest interorbital breadth 
M9 ZYGO zygomatic breadth 
MIO PALA smallest palatal breadth 
M l l  UPTE length of upper cheekteeth 
M12 UPDA breath of upper dental arch 
M13  M1BR greatest bread th of first upper molar 
M14 ZYPL smallest breadth of zygomatic plate 
M15  BNAS greatest breath of nasals 
M16 LNAS greatest length of nasals 
M17 LarE length of mandibular teeth 
MIS  BULL length of auditory bulla 
M19 BRCA greatest bread th of brain case 
M20 DINC depth of upper in ci sor 
M2 1 ROHE mediosagittal projection of ros tru rn height 
M22 ROBR greatest rostrum breadth 
M23 PCPA distance between coronoid and angular processes 
interrupted on the lingual side of the molar; age-class 4: wear is extensive, the den­
tine of row 2 and 3 make contact with each other; age-class 5 :  wear is severe, M 1 is
heavily eroded and ali rows are communicating . Sexual dimorphism and growth 
were statistically evaluated by Student t-test on the basis of both external and cra­
nial measurements. 
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RESULTS 
GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION AND HABITAT PREFERENCE (Fig. 1 )  
H. fumosus, described from Makokou (Gabon, Brosset e t  al. , 1 965), i s  also 
mentioned from Eseka (Cameroon, Robbins et al. , 1980), La Maboké (C.A.R. , Pet­
ter & Genest, 1 970), Monte Alen (Equatorial Guinea, Lasso, 1 995) and Kouboutchi 
(Republic of Congo, Granj on, 1 99 1 ) ; specimens from Yaoundé and Efulen (Came­
roon) , and from Kongana and Boukoko (C.A.R.) are also deposited in different 
museums . We collected this species in ten additional localities :  Bodjouo (Came­
roon), Grima, B ambio, Batouri and Salo (C.A.R.) ,  Mbomo (Republic of Congo) ,  La 
Makandé, Gongué, Monts Doudou and Malounga (Gabon) . 
Further to the West, in Nigeria (Gambari forest, Happold, 1 977 ;  Gotel Moun­
tains and Mambilla Plateau, Hutterer et al. ,  1 992), Ghana (Jeffrey,  1977), Ivory 
Coast (Adam, 1 977 ; Dosso, 1983 ;  Collinet et al. , 1984), Liberia (Mont Nimba, 
Verschuren, 1 986) and Guinea (Mont Nimba, Gautun, 1986) H. fumosus was ne ver 
captured. The same applies to the North for the C.A.R (Bamingui-Brendja, Colyn, 
unpub . data) , and to the East for the Democratie Republic of Congo (Kikwit, Leirs 
et al. , 1 999;  lturi forest, Gubista, 1 999; Masako, Dudu, 1 99 1 ;  Kisangani left and 
right bank of the Congo river, Co1yn unpub. data) . More eastward, this species was 
0 500 I OOO km 
Figure 1 . - Geographica1 distribution of Heimyscus fumosus. The symbol + refers to the type 1ocality, 
* refers to specimen deposit in a museum, and erefers to our own data. The numbers refer to the
following localit ie s :  ( 1 )  Efulen,  (2 )  Eseka, ( 3 )  Yaoundé, (4) Bodj ouo,  ( 5 )  Grima, (6) Bambio ,  
(7) Batouri, (8)  La Maboké, (9)  Boukoko, ( 1 0) Salo, ( I l )  Kongana, ( 1 2) Monte Alen, ( 1 3) Makokou, 
( 1 4) Mbomo, ( 1 5 )  La Makandé, ( 1 6) Gongué, ( 1 7) Monts Doudou, ( 1 8 )  Malounga, ( 1 9) Kouboutchi. 
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never found in Uganda (Mayanja, Delany, 1 97 1 ;  Kibale, Struhsaker, 1 997) and 
Malawi (Zomba Plateau, Nyika Plateau and Mulanje Mountain, Happold & Hap­
pold, 1 989) . 
All these data confirm that H. fumosus is only present in lowland forests, 
between the Sanaga River (West) and the Oubangui-Congo River (East) . 
In Monts Doudou, all specimens were captured in primary forest, and at the 
nine other localities, 28 out of 32 specimens were collected in primary forest. The 
four others were collected in fallow land (two in Gongué and one in Bodjouo) or in 
secondary forest (one in Batouri) .  H. fumosus seems to prefer primary forest, rather 
than secondary forest or open areas . Moreover, it would prefer terra firme forest 
rather than riparian or swamp forest, as indicated by captures realized in Monts 
Doudou forest: trapping success of 0 . 1 7 ,  0 .07 and 0 .07 in terra firme, ri parian and 
swamp forests respectively Cx2 = 6. 822, df = 2, P < 0.05) .  Finally, this  species
seems to be mainly terrestrial since no capture occurred on lianas or branches .  
For a given habitat (terra firme forest) , the abundance of  H. fumosus varied 
depending on sites. For example, its trapping success was of 0 . 1 7 ,  0.02 and 0 .02 in 
Monts Doudou, Mbomo and Batouri respectively Cx2 = 6 1 .400, df = 2, P < 0.00 1 )
and its relative abundance among the murid community was o f  9 ,  4 . 3  and 1 . 1  % res­
pectively at the same localities .  
INTRA-POPULATIONAL MORPHOLOGICAL VARIATIONS 
The dorsal pelage is dark-grey, a little reddish for old individuals ;  the ventral 
colour, from the cheeks to the beginning of the tail, is whitish.  The belly hairs are 
grey basally and white in the terminal half. The coloration of the belly passes gra­
dually into th at of the bac k. The dorsal si des of the fore and hindfeet are white, and 
the morphology of the hindfoot agrees with the description given by Brosset et al. 
( 1 965) .  The ear, black-grey, is well developed (mean length 1 6 .6  mm) . The tail is 
slightly longer than the head and body length. The mean length of the tail for adult 
specimens is 95 mm (70 mm - 1 1 5 mm) ; the head and body length are 90 mm 
(68 mm - 1 04 mm) . The mean hindfoot length for adult specimens is 20.2 mm 
( 1 6 . 3  mm - 22. 1 mm) . Females have 3 pairs of nipples ( 1  pectoral and 2 inguinal) .  
Figure 2 illustrates the variation present in cusp and ridge patterns of the right 
maxillary teeth of four representative specimens among the 207 specimens exami­
ned. Cusp and ridge patterns are rather stable from one individual to another. In 
40 % of the specimens (e.g. GA 1 984 and GA2982) ,  the t3 cusp of M 1 shows a
beginning of splitting in two.  The two most variable characters are the length and 
breadth of the mo lars . 
Sexual dimorphism was tested for each age-class separately, and for all age­
classes combined. Whatever the age-class ,  mice of both sexes do not differ signif­
icantly for most of the considered variables .  When all age-classes are pooled 
together in analysis, males have a larger interorbital breadth (M8) and rostrum 
breadth (M22) than females (Table III) .  
The influence of growth on cranial and external measures was analysed for 
each se x separately, and for both sexes combined. Whatever the sex, most measu­
rements increase significantly with age .  Only five measurements out of 28 did not 
vary significantly : hindfoot length (HF), upper cheekteeth length (M l l ) ,  upper 
molar breath (M 1 3) ,  mandibular cheekteeth length (M 1 7) and auditory bulla length 
(M 1 8 ;  Table IV) . The increase with age, of skull length (M l ) , zygomatic breadth 
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Figure 2. - Comparative drawings of the righi maxillary teeth of Heimyscus fumosus. Le ft to righi : 
GA3440, GA1984, GA1437 and GA2982. 
(M9) ,  nasals breadth (M 1 5) ,  length of nasals (M 1 6) ,  braincase breadth (M 1 9) and 
rostrum breadth (M22) are visualized in Figure 3 .  
DISCUSSION 
H. fumosus is present in a large area of lowland forests, between the Sanaga 
River and the Oubangui-Congo River. lts low trap success could explain its rarity 
in museum collections.  
1t seems to prefer primary forest, and particularly terra firme forest. However, 
it can also be present occasionally in adjacent habitats . Thus ,  it was collected in 
manioc fields, at the immediate vicinity of a marshland, and in riparian and secon­
dary forest by Brosset et al. ( 1 965) and by Lasso ( 1 995) .  The preference of H. fuma­
sus for terra firme forest could be related to the fact th at this  species digs burrows 
(Duplantier, 1 982) ,  has a poor swimming ability (V .N. pers . obs . ) ,  and is terrestrial 
(Brosset et al. , 1 965 ; Duplantier, 1 982;  our data) . 
Mi sonne ( 1 969) suggested the creation of the genus Heimyscus for this species,  
owing to its cranial morphology . However, no thorough comparative effort was 
made to justify his proposition, and a comparative revision of Hylomyscus and Hei­
myscus is  still needed. According to Verheyen & Bracke ( 1 966), in order to make a 
systematic revision of a given Murid-species, one must make first a thorough mor­
phological study of one "interbreeding population" . Our study on the intra-popula-
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TABLE III 
Comparison between males and females of Heimyscus fumosus for 5 external 
measurements and 23 cranial measurements. * p < 0. 05, * *  p < 0. 01, 
* * *  p < 0. 001 . Ta provide general trends results for al! age-classes combined are 
given. Body weights are in grams and other measurements are in millimetres 
females males 
min SD t- min SD n mean max value n mean max 
w 83 17 . 19  7.00 27.00 3.97 -0.25 102 17 .33 7 .80 23 .00 3 .62 
BL 90 86.82 62.00 102.0 8.95 -0.39 1 1 2 87.28 64.00 104.0 7.680 0 
TL 88 9 1 . 1 1  37.00 1 15.0 1 1 . 1 6  - 1 .62 109 93 .40 70.00 1 1 1 .0 8.730 0 
HF 90 19.87 17 .00 22.00 0.92 -0. 1 8  1 1 2 19 .91  9.40 22. 10  1 .46 
EL 80 1 6.37 12.00 25 .00 1 .59 -0.37 106 16 .45 1 3 .30 19.20 1 .22 
Ml  67 25 .42 22.65 27.70 0.98 0.39 88 25.36 22.30 27.05 1 .08 
M2 7 1  23.35 20.05 25.45 1 .05 -0. 1 7  99 23.38 19 .90 25 .20 1 . 10 
M3 72 19 .99 16.95 22. 1 5 0.98 -0. 1 3  99 20.01  16.65 2 1 .65 1 .02
M4 77 1 1 . 1 5  9.75 12.25 0.53 0.23 102 1 1 . 1 3  9.70 1 2.05 0.53 
MS 77 3 .95 3 . 1 5  4.55 0.27 0.52 102 3.92 3 . 1 0  4.75 0.30 
M6 77 7 . 16  5 .80 8.20 0.44 0.01 102 7 . 1 6  5 .90 7.95 0.43 
M7 77 7 .84 6.40 8.85 0.49 -0. 1 7  102 7 .86 6.40 8 .85 0.49 
M8 77 4.56 3 .95 5 .00 0 . 19  -2.62 ** 10 1  4 .64 4.20 5 . 1 0  0.21 
M9 73 1 1 .68 10.50 12.95 0.44 0.41 10 1  1 1 .66 10.45 12.75 0.44 
MIO 77 2.73 2.35 3.35 0. 1 8 0.22 102 2.73 2.20 3 . 1 0  0. 1 7  
Mi l 77 3.61 3.20 3.80 0. 1 3  -0.78 102 3.63 3 .30 4.05 0. 1 5
Ml2  77 5 .07 4.70 5.70 0.20 -0.24 102 5 .08 4.60 5 .50 0. 19  
Ml3  77 1 . 1 8  1 .05 1 .25 0.04 0.95 102 1 . 1 8  1 . 10 1 .35 0.05 
Ml4 77 2.21 1 .75 2.55 0. 16 0.82 102 2.20 1 .75 2.55 0. 1 5
MIS  77 2.49 1 .90 3 . 10  0. 19  - 1 .00 102 2.52 2. 1 5 2.85 0. 1 6
Ml6  72 9.89 7.70 1 1 .20 0.66 0. 1 6 95 9 .88 7 .85 1 1 .25 0.69 
Ml7  77 3 .42 3 . 1 5  3.70 0. 1 3  -0.03 102 3 .42 3 .20 3.70 0. 1 2
M18  75 4.07 3.75 4.50 0. 1 8 1 . 19 100 4.04 3 .55 4.60 0. 1 8  
Ml9  75 10.54 9.80 1 1 .30 0.32 0. 1 5 102 10.54 9.55 1 1 .20 0.30 
M20 77 1 . 14 0.85 1 .35 0.09 - 1 .52 102 1 . 1 6  0.90 1 .40 0. 10
M21 77 5 . 19  4.50 5.85 0.27 - 1 .02 101  5 .24 4.50 5 .80 0.29 
M22 77 4.37 3.70 5 . 1 5  0.30 -2.09 * 102 4.47 3 .80 5 . 1 0  0.26 
M23 76 6.5 1 5.30 7.60 0.43 -0.05 102 6.52 5 .45 7.50 0.43 
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TABLE IV 
Comparison between Heimyscus fumosus of age-classes 1 and 2 for 5 external measu­
rements and 23 cranial measurements. * p < 0. 05, * *  p < 0. 01, * * *  p < 0. 001 . Body 
weights are in grams and other measurements are in millimetres 
age-class 1 age-class 2 
n mean rrùn max SD t-value n mean rrùn max SD 
w 76 1S .9 1  7 .80 2S .OO 3 .62 -S.37 * * *  7S 1 8 .S7 13 .30 23.00 2.3 1 
HB 83 84.36 64.00 98 .00 7.32 -S.7S * * *  80 90.33 70.00 104.00 S .80 
TL 80 89.93 70.00 108.00 8 .46 -4. 16  * * *  80 9S.74 37.00 1 1 1 .00 9 . 19  
HF 82 19.7 1 9.40 22. 10 l .S8  - 1 .80 8 1  20.07 17.60 22. 10 0.89 
EL 77 16 . 1 9  1 3 .30 1 8 .70 1 . 1 3  -3 . 1 2  * 78 16.82 14.20 2S .OO 1 .40 
M l  66 2S .02 22.30 27.0S 1 .03 -4. 19  * * *  73 2S.66 22.60 26.8S 0.78 
M2 7 1  22.91  20.0S 24.9S 1 .04 -S .20 * * *  82 23.67 20.7S 2S.OO 0.74 
M3 72 19 .S8 1 7 .2S 2 l .SS 0.94 -S .24 * * *  82 20.28 17 .SS 2 1 .60 0.70 
M4 77 10.92 9.70 1 1 . 80 O.S4 -S .02 * * *  8S 1 1 .30 10.20 12.00 0.40 
MS 77 3 .8S 3 . 1 0  4.SS 0.29 -3.9S * * *  8S 4.02 3 .40 4.7S 0.2S 
M6 77 6.96 S .90 7.6S 0.40 -S.93 * * *  8S 7.29 6.30 7.9S 0.3 1 
M7 77 7.62 6.SO 8 .40 0.4S -6.33 * * *  8S 8 .01  7 .00 8.7S 0.33 
M8 77 4.S7 3.9S S . I O  0.22 - 1 .9 1  84 4.63 4.30 s .oo 0. 17
M9 7S 1 l .S 1  l O.SO 1 2.30 0.4S -3.S2 * * *  84 1 1 .73 10.4S 12.60 0.34 
MIO  77 2.66 2.20 3 . 1 0  0. 16  -4.S2 * * *  8S 2.76 2.SO 3 .0S 0. 1 3
M 1 1  77 3 .62 3 .3S 4.00 0. 14 0.20 8S 3 .61 3 .20 4.0S O. l S  
M12  77 4.99 4.60 S . 30 0. 16  -4.78 * * *  8S S . 1 1  4.7S S.SO 0. 16
M13  77 1 . 1 8  1 . 1 0 1 .2S 0.04 -O.SS 8S 1 . 1 8  LOS 1 .3S O.OS 
M14  77  2. 1 8 1 .7S 2.4S 0. 1 S  - 1 .9 1 8S  2.22 1 .80 2.SS 0. 14
M I S  77 2.4S 1 .90 2 .8S 0. 1 8  -4. 17 * * *  8S 2.S6 2.2S 2.90 O. l S  
M16  73  9.63 7.70 10.9S 0.7 1 -4.6S * * *  79 10.09 8.20 1 1 .2S O.S 1 
M17  77 3 .43 3 .20 3 .70 0. 1 1  0.86 8S 3 .41 3 . 1 S  3.70 0. 1 3
M18  7S  4.0S 3 .SS 4.60 0. 19  0. 12 83  4.0S 3.7S 4.SO 0. 17
M19 76 10.47 9 .SS 1 1 .30 0.33 -2.27 * 84 10.S8 9.90 1 1 .20 0.26
M20 77 l . l l  0.8S 1 .30 0.09 -S .60 * * *  8S 1 . 1 8  0.90 1 .3S 0.07 
M21 77 S . 1 1  4.SO S.7S 0.28 -4.77 * * *  84 S.30 4.SO S.8S 0.23 
M22 77 4.3 1 3.70 4.9S 0.27 -S . I S  * * *  8S 4.S l 3 .90 S .OO 0.21 
M23 77 6.34 S .40 7.0S 0.42 -S . 1 9  * * *  84 6.64 s .ss 7.SO 0.3 1 
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Figure 3 . - Drawings of the dorsal view of two Heimyscus fumosus, illustrating the variability in 
skull morphology relative to age. Left to right: GA3 1 19 (age-class 1 )  and GA2542 (age-class 4) .  
tional morphological variations of H. fumosus in Monts Doudou could provide a 
baseline for an incoming systematic revision of the genus Heimyscus. 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
We wish to express our gratitude to the curators of the mammal collections of a number of 
museums who allowed us to study the type-specimen and collections in their care ; particularly C. 
Denys and M. Tranier. Our gratitude goes to the numerous colleagues and local collaborators who 
assisted us in our collecting effort (P. Barrière, O. Perpète, D. Cornélis, S. Guimondou, J .N. Assoume 
Ondo, A. Essono Bigang . . . . .  ), and the local authorities who made our field work possible . Field studies 
were supported by ( 1 )  EU-DGVIII-Ecofac program "Conservation et Utilisation Rationnelle des Eco­
systèmes Forestiers en Afrique centrale" (managed by AGRECO, GElE, BDPA, SCETAGRI, SECA, 
CIRAD-FORET) ; (2) PRGIE-WWF Gabon and (3) EU-DGVIII-Biofac program "Origine et maintien 
de la biodiversité en Afrique Centrale" (University of Rennes 1 1 CNRS , UMR 6552) .  V. Nicolas recei­
ved a fellowship from the Ministère de l 'Éducation Nationale, de l 'Enseignement Supérieur et de la 
Recherche (France). We are grateful to A. Gautier-Hion who provided numerous helpful comments on 
this manuscript. 
- 206 -
REFERENCES 
ADAM, F. ( 1977). - Données préliminaires sur l'habitat et la stratification des rongeurs en forêt de Basse 
Côte d'Ivoire. Mammalia, 41 : 283-290. 
BARRIÈRE, P. & NICOLAS, V. (2000). - Écologie et structuration des peuplements de micro-mammifères 
musaraignes et rongeurs. Rapport ECOFAC. 
BROSSET, A., DUBOST, G. & HEIM DE BALSAC, H. ( 1965). - Mammifères inédits récoltés au Gabon. Biol. 
Gab., 1 :  148- 1 74. 
COLLINET, J. , COUTURIER, G.,  GUILLAUMET, J.L. , KAHN, F., MOREAU, R. & SANGARÉ, Y. ( 1984). -Le sys­
tème cultural et ses contraintes. Pp. l l 3- 1 84, in : J.L. Guillaumet, G. Couturier & H. Dosso (eds). 
Recherche et aménagement en milieu forestier tropical humide : le projet Taï de Côte d'Ivoire. 
UNESCO. 
COLYN, M., CORNÉLIS, D. & PERPÈTE, O. ( 1 996). - Synthèse "Micro-mammifères " Muridae et Soricidae ; 
structure des peuplements : richesse et diversité spécifiques et indices d 'abondance. Programme 
ECOFAC. 
DELANY, M.J. ( 1 97 1 ) . - The biology of small rodents in Mayanja Forest, Uganda. J. Zool. Lond. , 165: 85-
129. 
Dosso, H. ( 1983). - Étude des rongeurs de forêts hygrophiles conservées et de zones anthropisées de la 
Côte d'ivoire méridionale. Thèse, Université d'Abidjan, Côte d' ivoire. 
DUDU, A. ( 1991) . - Étude du peuplement d 'insectivores et de rongeurs de la forêt ombrophile de basse alti­
tude du Zaïre (Kisangani, Masako ). Thèse, Université d'Anvers, Belgique. 
DUPLANTIER, J.M. ( 1982). - Les rongeurs myomorphesforestiers du nord-est du Gabon : peuplements, uti­
lisation de l 'espace et des ressources alimentaires, rôle dans la dispersion et la germination des 
graines. Thèse, Université des Sciences et techniques du Languedoc, France. 
GAUTUN, J.C., SANKHON, 1. & TRAN!ER, M. (1 986). - Nouvelle contribution à la connaissance des ron­
geurs du massif guinéen des monts Nimba (Afrique occidentale). Systématique et aperçu quantita­
tif. Mammalia, 50 : 205-2 17 .  
GRANJON, L.  ( 199 1 ) . - Les rongeurs myomorphes du bassin du Kouilou (Congo). Pp. 265-278, in : R.J. 
Dowsett & F. Dowsett-Lemaire (eds). Flore et faune du bassin du Kouilou, Congo et leur explora­
tion. Tauraco Research Report n' 4, Tauraco Press, Belgique. 
GUBISTA, K.R. ( 1 999). - Small mammals of the Ituri Forest, Zaïre: diversity and abundance in ecologically 
distinct habitats. J. Mammal. , 80: 252-262. 
HAPPOLD, D.C.D. ( 1 977). - A population study on small rodents in the tropical rain forest on Nigeria. Rev. 
Ecol. (Terre et V!e), 3 1 :  385-455 .  
HAPPOLD, D.C.D. & HAPPOLD, M. ( 1989). - Biogeography of montane small mammals in Malawi, Central 
Africa. J. Biogeogr. , 16 :  353-367. 
HUTTERER, R., DIETERLEN, F. & NIKOLAUS, G. ( 1 992). - Small mammals from forest islands of eastern 
Nigeria and adjacent Cameroon, with systematical and biogeographical notes. Bonn. Zool. Beitr. , 
43: 393-414. 
JEFFREY, S .M. ( 1 977). - Rodent ecology and land use in western Ghana. J. Appl. Ecol. , 14 :  741 -755. 
LASSO, C. ( 1995). - Biodiversidad animal des parque nacional de Monte Alen. Proyecto ECOFAC, 
AGRECO-CTFT. 
LEIRS, H.,  MILLS, J.N., KREBS, J.W. ,  CJ.ULDS, J.E., AKAIBE, D., WOOLLEN, N., LUDWIG, G., PETERS, C. & 
KSIAZK, T.G. ( 1 999). - Search for the ebola virus reservoir in K.ikwit, Democratie Republic of 
the Congo: reflections on a vertebrale collection. The Journal of lnfectious Diseases, 179: S 1 55-
S 1 63 .  
MEESTER, J. & SETZER, H .W. ( 1 97 1 ) . - The mammals of Africa, an identification manual. Srnithsonian Ins­
titution Press, Washington. 
MISONNE, X. ( 1969). - African and lndo-Australian Muridae, evolutionary trends. Annales du Musée Royal 
de l 'Afrique centrale, Tervuren Belgique, série /N-8, Sciences Zoologiques, 172: 125. 
MUSSER, G. & CARLETON, D. ( 1 993). - Farnily Muridae, in: D. Wilson, & D.A Reeder (eds). Mammal spe­
cies of the world: a taxonomie and geographie reference. Smithsonian Institution Press, Washing­
ton and London. 
NICOLAS, V. & BARRIÈRE, P. (2001) .  - Biodiversité, biogéographie et écologie de la conservation des 
Monts Doudou : modèles fauniques et dynamique évolutive. Programme WWF Diversité biologi­
que du refuge forestier pléistocène des Monts Doudou (Gabon). 
- 207 -
PEITER, F. & GENEST, H. ( 1970). - Liste préliminaire des rongeurs myomorphes de République Centrafri­
caine. Description de deux souris nouvelles : Mus oubanguii et Mus goundae. Mammalia, 34 : 
45 1 -458. 
ROBBINS, L., CHOA TE, J.R. & ROBBINS R. ( 1980). - Nongeographic and interspecific variation in four spe­
cies of Hylomyscus (Rodentia: Muridae) in southern Cameroon. Annals of Carnegie Museum, 49: 
3 1 -48. 
STRUHSAKER T. ( 1997). - Eco/ogy of an African rain forest: /ogging in Kibale and the conflict between 
conservation and exploitation. University Press of Florida, Gainsesville. 
VERHEYEN, W. & BRACKE, E. ( 1966). - The influence of aging on the craniometrical characters of Prao­
mysjacksoni (De Winton, 1 897). Ann. Mus. Roy. Afr. Centr., 1 44: 9 1 - 1 10 .  
VERHEYEN, W., COLYN, M. & HULSELMANS, J. ( 1 996). - Re-evaluation of the Lophuromys nudicaudus 
Helier, 1 9 1 1  species-complex with a description of a new species from Zaïre (Muridae - Roden­
tia. Bulletin de l 'Institut Royal des Sciences Naturelles de Belgique, 66: 241 -273. 
VERSCHUREN, J. ( 1986). - Perspectives pour la conservation des habitats, de la grande faune et des parcs 
nationaux en Afrique. Rev. Zoo/. Afr. , lOO : 73-83. 
- 208 -
